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SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 

1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT EVANS AND NOVAK COLUMN OPTED PAGE 
WASHINGTON POST FRIDAY AUGUST 26 HEADED "NATIONAL SECU- 
RITY CONFUSION." 

2. AFTER EXPLAINING TO ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI THAT HE 
WANTED TO LUNCH ALONE WITH HENRY KISSINGER LAST WEEK, 
PRESIDENT CARTER SUDDENLY CHANGED HIS MIND AND INVITED 
NOT BRZEZINSKI BUT THE TOP WHITE HOUSE AIDE, HAMILTON 
JORDAN, TO JOIN HIM. 

3. IN AN EARLIER DAY, SUCH TREATMENT OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER WOULD HAVE BEEN DEEMED CAVA- 
LIER. IT IS UNTHINKABLE THAT PREDECESSORS OF BRZEZINSKI 
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SUCH AS MCGEORGE BUNDY. WALT W. ROSTOW OR THE FABLED 
KISSINGER WOULD HAVE ACCEPTED IT. 

4. IN THE CARTER WHITE HOUSE, HOWEVER, BRZEZINSKI NOT 
ONLY BLITHELY ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE ODD MAN OUT BUT 
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SEEMED UNPERTURBED. "REMEMBER." ONE WHITE HOUSE AIDE 
TOLD US IN TRYING TO ESTABLISH A RATIONALE FOR BRZEZIN- 
SKI'S EXCLUSION, "THERE'S A NEW ATTITUDE IN THE CARTER 

WHITE HOUSE - AN ATTITUDE OF MUTUAL TRUST." 

5. PERHAPS. BUT THE EXCLUSION OF BRZEZINSKI WAS A 
SYMBOLIC ACT THAT POINTS UP THIS DANGER: LACK OF 
OVERALL FOREIGN POLICY COORDINATION THAT HAS LED TO 
FLATLY CONTRADICTORY POSITIONS BY BUREAUCRATIC INTERESTS 
COMPETING FOR CARTER'S FAVOR; THE RESULT IS BEWILDERMENT 
IN FOREIGN EMBASSIES AND AMONG THE BUREAUCRATS THEM- 
SELVES. 

6. IT WOULD BE GROSSLY UNFAIR TO BLAME THIS ON BRZEZIN- 
SKI. IT IS THE PRESIDENT WHO SETS THE STYLE AND DIC- 
TATES THE WAY HE WANTS THINGS DONE. THE HANDLING OF THE 
CARTER-KISSINGER LUNCHEON IS A CASE IN POINT. 

7. B R7. RZTN.SKT S EXCLUSION CANNOT BE EXPLAINED, AS SOME 
WHITE HOUSE AIDES ARE SAYING, BY THE "LIMITED" SUBIECT 
MATTER: THE PRESIDENT'S WOOING OF KISSINGER TO SUPPORT 
THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY. IN FACT, THE TWO MEN RANGED 
OVER MANY ISSUES FAR REMOVED FROM PANAMA. JORDAN, IN 
CHARGE OF ROUNDING UP ENOUGH SENATORS FOR RATIFICATION, 
TOOK AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE CONVERSATION. 

8. BRZEZINSKI SHOULD BY RIGHT HAVE BEEN THERE BOTH TO 
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PROTECT THE PRESIDENT FROM POSSIBLE END RUNS BY THE FOR- 
MIDABLE KISSINGER AND TO SOAK UP A LITTLE OF KISSINGER'S 
FOREIGN-POLICY LORE. MOST IMPORTANT, WORD OF HIS AB 
SENCE IMMEDIATELY FED THE CAPITAL'S RUMOR MILLS, ALREADY 
CHOKED WITH TALES OF BRZEZINSKI'S LIMITED AUTHORITY OVER 
THE BUREAUCRACY. HEREWITH A SAMPLE: 

9. ITEM: CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE DIRECTOR STANSFIELD 
TURNER FAILED TO COORDINATE WITH BRZEZINSKI THE CIA'S 
STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED U.S. SALE TO IRAN OF 
AWACS (EARLY-WARNING AIRCRAFT). A LETTER FROM TURNER TO 
CONGRESS THAT WARNED AGAINST THE SALE FOR SECURITY REA- 
SONS DAMAGED THE ADMINISTRATION'S REAL POSITION: STRONG 
SUPPORT OF THE SALE. 

10. ITEM: ONE OF TURNER'S NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE OFFI- 
CERS TOLD THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE BEHIND 
CLOSED DOORS IN JUNE THAT WITHDRAWING AMERICAN TROOPS 
FROM SOUTH KOREA WOULD INCUR "UNACCEPTABLE RISKS" TO THE 
UNITED STATES. A FEW HOURS LATER, GEN. GEORGE BROWN, 
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CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, AND PHILIP HABIB, 
UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE, BAFFLED THE SAME COMMITTEE BY 
SAYING THE ADMINISTRATION FAOVRS THE TROOP PULLOUT. 

1 1 . ITEM: BY AGREEMENT WITH PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRE- 
TARY JODY POWELL, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE RICHARD 
HOLBROOKE ON AUG. 18 FORMALLY BRIEFED THE PRESS ON 
SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE'S CHINA TRIP. THE NEXT 
DAY. BRZEZINSKI SUMMONED A DOZEN REPORTERS FOR A 
"WORLDWIDE" BRIEFING - WHICH TURNED INTO A SECOND 
VANCE-TO-CHINA ANALYSIS. THERE WAS NO COORDINATION WITH 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

12. ITEM: ALTHOUGH NO ONE PUBLICLY ADMITS IT, AIDES 
CLOSE TO VANCE INSIST HE IS ADMITTED TO THE FLOW OF 
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POLICY DECISIONS ONLY AT THE LAST MOMENT, STRAINING 
RELATIONS WITH THE WHITE HOUSE. 

13. ITEM: WHEN THE NEW YORK TIMES OF JULY 21 CARRIED 

A PAGE-ONE PREVIEW OF CARTER'S FOREIGN POLICY SPEECH TO 
BE GIVEN THAT DAY IN CHARLESTON, S.C., BRZEZINSKI 
ACCUSED STATE OF THE LEAK: STATE BLAMES THE NSC. 

14. NONE OF THESE INCIDENTS IS IMPORTANT ENOUGH IN IT- 
SELF TO DAMAGE THE CARTER FOREIGN POLICY. BUT WHEN PUT 
TOGETHER, THE RESULT IS A BLUR OF CONFUSION. IN ADDI- 
TION, THERE IS MOUNTING CRITICISM, NOT LIMITED TO THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT, OF BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND BRZEZINSKI 
FOR MALADROIT PLANNING. 

15. A CLASSIC CASE: THE DELIBERATELY HOSTILE RECEP- 
TION HERE FOR THEN-PRIME MINISTER YITZHAK RABIN SHORTLY 
BEFORE THE ISRAELI ELECTION LAST SPRING. FOLLOWED BY AN 
OPEN-ARMS RECEPTION FOR HIS SUCCESSOR, MENACHEM BEGIN. 
THIS SEEMING PREFERENCE FOR BEGIN, WHO IS INFINITELY 
MORE MENACING TO U.S. INTERESTS IN THE MID-EAST THAN 
RABIN, WAS MORE A RESULT OF THOUGHTLESSNESS THAN INTEN 
TION. 

16. "WE GET A HIP-SHOT FROM ZBIG SAYING, 'THIS IS WHAT 
THE PRESIDENT WANTS,’ BUT IT'S NOT THOUGHT THROUGH AT 
ALL," ONE MIDDLE-LEVEL STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TOLD 
US. THESE HIP-SHOTS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY FIRED BY THE 
PRESIDENT HIMSELF, BUT THEY ARE RICOCHETING ON HIS 
ADVISER FOR NATIONAL SECURITY. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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